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Not a Must Book in the lot. Not even a Dark Horse on which we can, with assurance, ad- 
vise strong backing. The new Carleton Beals, FORT ON THE AMAZON (Duell, Sloan & Pearce) 
has a chance with those who enjoy picaresque adventure, modern style; Booth Tarkington's 
name and fame is good for substantial sales, though KATE FENNIGATE (Doubleday) is no 
ALICE ADAMS. There's a strictly contemporary adventure tale which may hit the big mar~ 
ket, in THE ENEMY SEA, by Abraham Polonsky (Little, Brown). And that's what there is 

of peaks in this issue's survey. See reports below. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOORS - Fiction 
April 1 
Blankfort, Michael A TIME TO LIVE Harcourt, Brace 


Introspective, politico-philosophical novel of a muddled man of good will 
as Pearl Harbor sets Ernest Cripton to thinking back over his life, and enables him to 
face the future with greater certainty. The 30's were for Cripton years of ident ifi- 
cation with most of the liberal-to-Communist issues, through his two closest friends. 
But Cripton himself never got beyond fellow-traveling, blamed his own cowardice, felt 
he lacked the courage of his convictions. The years brought marriage to Rosa, who died. 
He broke with his friends - went to Hollywood - but felt increasingly isolated, use- 
less, unable to shake off his obsession with the memory of Rosa for the love of Vallie. 
Pearl Harbor brought to the fore his true faith in democracy and America; and at the 
end he accepts the validity of his love for Vallie. Overwritten - diffuse - but strikes 


a contemporary pattern of muddled thinking. OK of its kind. $2.50 
April 12 
Edginton, May STOLEN HONEYMOON Macrae Smith 


Tia, compromised by Johnny» poses as his wife, is boycotted by his mother- 
in-law and former girl, and blackmailed by a friend who realized that the ceremony was 
non-existent. Bewildered, disillusioned, she runs away with another man, who promises 
to marry her after she gets her divorce — not knowing the truth which she fears to tell 


him. Bungling through to a happy ending. Tripe. $2.00 
; Apeit TS teas Tut aa 
Guy, Earl HEAVEN IS A SUNSWEPT HILL Macmillan 


Days of violence bring into focus this warming picture of humanity taking 
it again and again, in a story of flood time in the lower Mississippi. The Drindles, 
farming the flatlands, know the dangers that face them each Spring, but their roots are 
deep, and they feel themselves prepared against the force of the waters. Then comes 
the time when the end of safety is in sight; Sam joins his neighbors in attempts to 
bolster the levee, but is finally forced to transfer family and stock to the waiting 
scow, to ride the current while it is possible, and finally to cut out for a safe har- 
bor, with the rest of the rescued community. There's a sense of unity in danger; 
there's a record of courage in rescue work; there's faith and belief and courage, even 
in the face of government inaction. Then Spring - and dangers are forgotten as they 
return. $2.50 
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Rand, Ayn THE FOUNTAINHEAD Bobbs-Merrill 


This is almost a first rate novel. It falls short, as do so many modern 
novels, in the apparent inability of the author (or editor) to be a ruthless surgeon. 
The story would have been faster paced, the characters more sharply limned, had whole 
episodes, repetitive and tautological, been eliminated; had long speeches been cut to 
bare bones. In spite of this excess of verbiage, the novel is a telling one - and or- 
iginal. Ayn Rand showed in We, the Living (Macmillan, 1936) an ability to handle groups 
of people and shifting impacts convincingly, with implicit drama. She has told this 
time the story of an idealistic young architect, who refused to compromise with popular 
taste or accepted practice, who starved in the process, but who finally won through to 
success, as the foremost modernist of his time. A stormy romance crashes across his 
path, fraught with danger and passion and disillusionment and triumph. Jealousies and 
hates and resentments cannot touch him, for architecture is his god; and the little 
spiteful people who thrust at him get punished in the rebound. Others get hurt, too, 
and Ayn Rand makes full use of a chance to blast the forces of conservatism, of reac- 
tion, of compromise. Unfortunately, she falls for the lure of the soapbox, unnecessar- 


ily, as her story would have done the trick for her. A contemporary novel. $3.00 
YU to 2 —“poeil 18 4-22 
= VOL h_X a 
Schulman, Max BAREFOOT BOY WITH CHEEK Doubleday, Doran 


Broad satire on college life, in the career through Freshman year of Asa 
Hearthrug, who runs the gamut of higher learning, - leaving home, fraternities, parties, 
instructors, brothers, classmates, co-eds, through the courses and schools of the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota, until he is flunked out. He is run for office as a dark horse in 
a freshman election, but loses after a wacky campaign; he has girl trouble, but manages 
to keep clear of damaging entanglements; he returns home to find that strange things 
have happened to his family. Farce that scoffs at college customs, traditions, types, 


that has a youthful approach, of some fun to some readers. $2.00 
April 21 uf 
Shearing, Joseph AIRING IN CLOSED CARRIAGE Harper 


A new publisher for a another of Shearing’s precise, pointed period pieces 
of passion, frustration and murder in a crime chronicle of the last century. Elegant, 
extravagant, weak and a little foolish, May, at seventeen, marries a Manchester broker, 
out of her class, John Tyler, gross, ambitious and cold blooded. Among his foibles, - 
a taste for arsenic, a common law wife and family and miscellaneous mistresses, provide e 


background for a novel of reprisal and revenge. Shearing has a following $2.50 
Smith, Betty A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN EF inal LGperper 
* A first novel of unusual quality and understanding, written with strong 


realism and compassion, sometimes bald, always human, this rightfully ranks with the 
Farrell genre, though to my thinking, there is better balance and more sympathy. The 
slums of Brooklyn, and the Irish Catholies are the setting for the story of Francie 
Nolan and her family:- Johnny her father, handsome and shiftless; Katie, her mother, 
hardening under years of poverty and improvidence; Neeley, Katie's favorite child; Aunt 
Sissy, a good "bad woman", and most of all, Francie, gentle, shy, imaginative. The read 
er lives with her through humiliations at school, loss of face and pride; real sorrow 
when her father drinks himself to death; ambition for a college education thwarted by 
having to go to work at 14; her first love affair and disillusionment. Lusty - some- 
times funny ~ consistently moving, this is a book for a certain sort of discriminating 
public, but not for Public Library open shelves. A good job. $2.75 
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Beals, Carleton PORD-ON THE AMAZON Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


A new venture for Carleton Beals, in a eae full-bodied picaresque novel 
projected into 1950 and set in South America. His intimate knowledge of the mood and 
feel and character of the Latin Americas gives color to his background, though I con- 
fess to failing to sort them out, one from another, as the sweep of war eliminates bor- 
der lines, and cancels out, for the most part, local differences (perhaps this is part 
of his intention - an object lesson in Latin American total war, with Japs and Nazis 
and Fifth Columnists doing their worst). His story assumes that there has been a half- 
baked peace forced by impatient politicians in 1944; and that by 1950, the world, an 
armed camp in which the enemy has once again gone faster than the "victor", is at war 
again, with South America a battleground, and Montes, dictator of Peru, alone on the 
fence. Adventure - passion - romance - and an American idealist and promoter of a pro- 
ject for an ideal mid-continent cooperative project, is the center of the action. Here's 
a book that should meet the needs of those who want adventure, history in the making, 
and yet Want to get away from the realism of current war books. There is nothing in 
the pushing forward into the near future that seems disturbing; it is simply a bit of 


machinery for motivating a South American front. Good reading of its kind. $3.00 
April 26 
Pozner, Vladimir FIRST HARVEST Viking 


The Edge of the Sword, Pozner's earlier novel, had a good press, and is 
memorable chiefly for its style and undertones, rather than its story. First Harvest 
has more pattern - one comes full circle in the course of the story, as the end of the 
book brings a repetition of a situation with which the plot was motivated. A homesick 
Bavarian soldier, longing for his own fields as he watches the French peasants working 
in theirs, deserts; such an act is not even recognized as a possibility and the accusa- 
tion of murder is made, when his body is found, though circumstances point to an acci- 
dental fall in the mist. The village is the perfect scapegoat for a lesson to the con- 
quered people, and an official from headquarters takes full advantage of the opportun- 
ity to vent his petty spite on the local junior officer, and his power on the terrified 
villagers. A segment of life under the German heel is caught and reflected in a pen 
portrait gallery - German and French, little people, but revealing in sharp delineation. 
Not a book to read for its story - but for the multiple stories behind the story. Pozner 


is a Frenchman, who escaped after France fell. $2.50 
aety~ May | 
Offord, Carl Ruthven THE WHITE FACE McBride 


A novel which aims for - and misses - the Richard Wright Native Son market. 
Racial questions as tools for subversive activities are the forces at work in the story 
of Chris and his attempt to free himself of white domination. His escape from a Georgia 
plantation forces him to attack his white boss, and hunts him down when he reaches Har- 
lem, where he'd hoped to be an equal of other independent Negroes. He finds Harlem 
ways harder than plantation ways; his wife works in the Bronx, their baby dies, and 
Chris bUries her in a vacant lot. He is forced into hiding, and in his resentment is 
fertile ground for propaganda rousing of the Negroes against the Jews, personified for 
him by the family for which Stella works. Manny, rabble-rousing terrorist, ee ae 
hatred - and, in attempting to follow orders, Chris attacks the son of Stella's employ- 
er. Stella vettnre to accept the defense offered, but - with intelligent help - wins 
his freedom. He turns on her = and is killed by his jail@r. Unrelieved monotone of 
the underdog staying under through ignorance, bad treatment, unintelligent guidance. 
Not for the squeamish - or for that matter, for any readers I can think of. 3 5 
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May 7 
Matson, Norman BATS IN THE BELFRY Doubleday, Doran 


Matson finished a novel started by Thorne Smith, which has since been wide- 
ly publicized through the picture, I Married a Witch. This novel proves him an ade- 
quate successor, in his own right, though he still does not rate the mantle. The story 
picks up the threads of The Passionate Witch, with Jennifer's resurrection from seven 
years" burial, and the riots, disturbances and upheavals her return to the living caus- 
ed. Poor Mr. Wooly resists in vain Jennifer's unearthly demands to be disinterred, she 
assaults the community through dreams, causing a run on his bank and other underhand 
tactics, until he is driven to compliance. Then more doubletrouble and springtime did- 
oes, climaxing in Jennifer's involuntary return to whence she came and Mr. Wooly's ap- 
pearance at his own funeral. A mad fantasy for lighter moments. $2.00 


Tarkington, Booth KATE rennrcats S{2! Doubleday, Doran 


Kate was an incurable manager, trom childhood, when she took her charming 
but drunken father firmly in hand, to her final capitulation, after years of matrimony, 
to the second chance with the husband she had worshipped -— and loved ~ and married - 
and bossed for years. The situations Kate found at hand demanded a guiding spirit - 
so we share her urge to direct events; and Kate does it well enough, except when her 
own interests are involved. And then her poisonous - and too, too obvious (one would 
think) neighbor -~ steals the candy right from under her nose. This is the story of a 
life-long duel between Kate and bad Laila; the setting is just the sort of Mid-West 
town that Tarkington knows best. But, unfortunately, once again he has chosen a con- 
temporary period, and once again one has a sense of his information coming at second 
hand. There is none of the sense of assurance, of perceptive understanding, that made 
his Alice Adams memorable for all time. The Tarkington old guard market. $2.50 


Kersh, Gerald THE DEAD LOOK ON Reynal & Hitchcock 


The tragedy of Lidice (called Dudicka, here) is the factual background for 
this skincrawling story of brutal barbarity. A German officer has been xilled; chance 
leads to the choice of this village as a victim, paratroops invade, and the townspeople 
are helpless under the indignities, bestialities and cruelties they are forced to suf- 
fer. Destructive invasion, the killing of a dog and his master, the stripping of 
church and houses of all scrap, the herding of all the men, all the women, all the chil- 
dren in separate places, kept in ignorance of their fate, the murder of a recently de-~ 
livered mother, the raping of a child, the torture of a boy, the suppression of the in- 
formation that a mistake has been made, - all this leads grimly to the digging of a 
communal grave by the men who are to lie there; the distribution of women and children 
to camps and training centers; the razing of the town. A tale of horror against inno- 


cents that loses nothing of its raw shudders as a novel. $2.00 
"7 
May x0 

Flying Officer xX THERE'S SOMETHING IN THE AIR Knopf 


Vignettes of R.A.F. activities and personnel, facts somewhat fictionalized. 
The author is rumored to be H.E. Bates, a well-known short story writer, and the qual- 
ity of the work bears out the claim. They are ably, sensitively done, literate bits of 
writing making memorable the human side of the defenders of the air. Stories of good 
fliers and bad, of bombers, combat, of women and families left behind, of foreigners 
‘1. the service, of crashes and, strain, of relaxation, of death in battle, of the reas- 
ons back of heroic and desperate battle. Good reportage. $3.00 
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Roberts, Dorothy James A MAN OF MALICE LANDING Macmillan 


A better than adequate first novel, in a competent but perhaps not compel- 
ling story of one man’s conflict between two ways of life, one represented by Pitts- 
burgh, the other by a small Ohio town, and between two girls. Brought up in Malice 
Landing by an uncle, Marius leaves at 16, bums around, then settles down in Pittsburgh 
where a sharp opportunism compensates for lack of education. He starts a chain of ho- 
tel magazines, has an affair on the side with gay, undemanding Tamsin. But his uncle’s 
helplessness takes him back to Malice Landing, and he takes hold of his uncle's mill, 
and with the help of a local girl, Maggie, turns it into a nationwide enterprise. By 
slow progress, he finds that what he really wants is marriage with Maggie - and they 


leave Malice Landing for the greater freedom of life in a larger town. $2.50 
May 20 
Thane, SZlswyth DAWN'S SARLY LIGHT Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Elswyth Thane has a faculty for bringing other times - other places to life, 
and her picture of Williamsburg, whenthe unrest leading to the Revolution was under way, 
is no exception. One can see life going on around one in the pictures she makes. But 
the story, while - as always, charmingly told — has little new to offer, and follows an 
established design. An English youth, newly orphaned, is taken into the friendship of 
the towns leaders, given a helping hand and a job to his liking, and his Tory leanings, 
natural in his ignorance of matters colonial, are minimized until the heat of battle 
is upon them. He has met and loved the girl his closest friend loves - and attempts to 
stay loyally away from her; he scarcely thinks of a lovely available girl, who can see 
him; and he befriends a ten-year-old twin girl, who, with her brother, becomes his 
shadow, at school or in free hours. There's a good picture of the fast-thickening war 
clouds, of the changing attitude towards Tory thinking - and eventually Julian realizes 
that his roots have gone deep, his loyalty is to the colonies, and he enlists. Close- 
up of the Carolina campaigns, pen portraits of some of the leaders - and, after a check-— 
ered career of misunderstandings, Sprague finds that his lady love is true to him, and 
Julian discovers that Tibby, his child playmate, has grown up over night, and holds his 
heart in her hands. Even the lovely Regina finds compensation for Julian's defection. 


All*s well that ends well. Pleasant but not important. $2.50 
_ May 21 
Flint, Elizabeth C. PINE TREE SHIELD Doubleday, Doran 


Early days of the forestry service, from 1900 on, and of hazardous, thank- 
less work for which one man and woman made many sacrifices. Hugh and his wife start 
their pioneering way of life in the Great Lakes country, move on to Colorado where Hugh 
sets up an experimental station. After continual fights with his less far-seeing super- 
iours, he resigns from the service for a time, but is unhappy until he is back again, 
though rigorous conditions had cost them the lives of two children. Montana, the Rocky 
Mountains, and changes in the service through the years provide the elements of a life~ 
long struggle for a vocation. Well motivated, but dullish reading. $2.50 


Gibbs, Sally YOU DON’T BELONG HERE Doubleday, Doran 
Women's wear, lace-trimmed + in a semi-sophisticated story of two girls, - 


Christine, headstrong and defiant, and Alix, a Belgian, who for the sake of Christine's 
dead brother and parents, tries to smooth out Christine's errors. Christine ignores 
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Paul, a right guy, and falls for the blandishments of Andre, philanderer. She goes off 
on a cruise - is jilted - and returns, pregnant. Alix sees her through, then, when 
Alix returns to blackmail the family, Alix takes both the stigma and responsibility to 


save them. Virtue has its reward - and Alix and Paul are united. Seems a bit "last 
war" $2.50 


May 21 


Moberg, Vilhelm RIDE THIS NIGHT Doubleday, Doran 





Moberg’s earlier books published in this country (S & S) were contemporary, 
and autobiographical. This is a novel of 17th century Sweden, of a famine year, of the 
nobles’ attempt to impose day labor on the free farmers, and of rebellion in a small 
peasant village. There is much lore, superstition, of the old days; there is a paral- 
lel to the present in their struggle for freedom. Picaresque adventures, which close 
with the death of Botilla, branded as a witch, and with the killing of her fiance, 
Svedje, a young farmer, who has rebelled at the Squire’s exploitation of the village. 
But the fiery cross, symbol of freedom, is carried on. Well done ~ but limited. $2.50 


Announcing the reissue on May 26 of 
Waugh, Evelyn DECLINE AND FALL Little, Brown 


Again an experiment in bringing to the fore a novel of earlier date, by 
an author whose recent work has widened his market. Woollcott felt that Waugh was 
England's most gifted novelist; the publishers feel that this early novel deserves to 
be available again. An extravaganza, a satire on old school tie, on smart set house- 
parties, on a social order which the war is bringing to its end. Line up your Waugh 


enthusiasts; tell them this reissue of his first novel is in the offing. $2.50 
May 26 ° 

Polonsky, Abraham THE ENEMY SEA Little, Brown 

° Enigma and excitement, a lean, hard style as well, for a successful ad- 


venture yarn, which may hit the jackpot. It is a story of an oil tanker, S.S. Aruba, 
which makes the deadly run from Galveston to New York. Aboard are two reluctantly- 
assumed passengers, - Carrie, brittle, success story feature photographer, and Danny, 
correspondent, pretty well softened up by his exploited love for her. As gunner, on 
board, is Larry Denhim, Carrie's one failure, partner of an interrupted love affair, 
and equally ruthless and assured. Danny discovers that the Aruba is in Fascist hands, 
as Mother Ship to U-boats prior to her destruction, and he finds that Denhim has align-' 
ed himself with the Nazis, hence his discarding Carrie. Manhunt and murder and event- 
ual torpedoing of the ship provide compelling entertainment. Hard, masculine tale, ef- 
fectively told. $2.50 


Two Late Additions 
Gill, Tom JUNGLE HARVEST Putnam 


Standard but slick romance adventure in the Central American jungles, when 
Danny Gayforth goes down there to help put through a mahogany project, and finds his 
chief violently removed by gunfire. He faces alone the antagonism of an archaeologist, 
Jealous of his prerogatives and his ruins, and Trent Mellett, whose alluring sister is 
the mystery woman. Danny is now hindered, now helped by the archaeologist's daughter, 
Faith. But his determination is up, and despite insuperable odds, he brings off the 
deal and gets the job done. Good atmospheric writing. SEP serialization. (3/26) $2.00 
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"Taffrail" WHITE ENSIGNS Putnam 


Good panorama of bravery, courage, loyalty, great gestures in this stout 
stuff of the British Navy, by an authority who knows his ships and his men, Capt. Tap-— 
rell Dorling. Primarily, these are stories of a merchant cruiser, whose captain was 
recalled to active service, and whose son is one of the young officers on a destroyer. 
The daily lives, the high moments of adventure, the hardships and dangers, the morale 
of the men, all are seen in Chenies’ work in convoy, in Tony's North Sea patrols, in 
the evacuation of Dunkirk, in meeting the enemy. Tony hears of his father’s death 
with his ship - and later learns that he has been rescued and has become a hero in a 
suicidal engagement with a German pocket battleship. Good true story fictionized. 
(3/28) $2.50 
Crime and Adventure Docket 


-~ 
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Reeves, Robert CELLINI SMITH, DETECTIVE . Houghton, Mifflin 


Hoboes and strippers to confound Cellini Smith in a triple killing, ina 
vagrant community in California. Identification of the first body leads to mines and, 
via the burlesque, to plotting for big money. Smith is given some idea of hobo justice, 
is unable to prevent a third murder — but at last gets his killer. Submachine gun pace 
and humor - a toughie. $2.00 . 


April +0™ 2, 
Hocking, Anne DEATH LOVES A SHINING MARK Doubleday, Doran 


Austen of the Yard, on an Army mission in Egypt, is momentarily de-routed 
by the murder of the lovely, flagrant Flavia, and the subsequent death of her smell 
child. A much older husband, two lovers, and the fiancee of one of them, are suspects 
in a crime of emotional entanglements. Methodical - matter of fact unravelling of 
clues. $2.00 


Nash, Anne : SAID WITH FLOWERS Doubleday, Doran 


Female flutters, in a story in which two men, running a California flower 
shop are terrorized by a killer on the loose, and with a killing actually on their door- 
step, concerning their close friends, they are well away to hysteria. A new, unknown 
helper, family secrets, knowledge of their customers, keep them in the running with the 
police. $2,00 

April 26 


Dudley, Dorothy & Sheridan, Juanita WHAT DARK SECRET? Morrow 


Another very female yarn = but good entertainment, in a story of Honolulu, 
and pre-war killings. Dr. Lib Prentiss finds her vacation spattered with murders among 
her best friend's circle. A young Chinese newspaperwoman puts the police and the F.B,I. 
on the track of two killings; Lib causes trouble with her dog and her loyalty to her 


friends; but the solution is satisfactory for her feelings. $2.00 
May 12 
Bellairs, George DEATH OF A BUSYBODY Macmillan 


Nice plotting and wry humor, though not tops. Miss Tither, a vessel of 
wrath concerning the backslidings of her village, creates supreme scandal when found 
dead in the Vicar's cesspool...Scotland Yard finds the going tough and complicated, as 
little by little trails interlock and spare the killer. $2.00 
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May 12 ~~ 


Gardner, Erle Stanley THE CASE OF THE BURIED @LOCK Morrow 











A Perry Mason encore wherein a mixture of family and financial entangle- 
ments, questions of photography, missing weapons, and Mason's brand of detection are 
resolved in a court battle, with - as is to be expected - Mason coming out top dog in 
the turnabout of the evidence. Worthy. $2.00 te 





May 17 
Malmar, McKnight NEVER SAY DIE Coward, McCann 
Long Island houseparty provides two murders for the weekend and recently 
married, Kit and her novelist husband, Tim, start a-snooping to protect Tim from sus- 
picion and catch the killer. Janglings of old skeletons and circumventing the hard-+ 
working police, eventually lead Kit and Tim to the right solution. Amiable. $2.00 


May 21 











Foster, Bennett MAN TRACKS Doubleday, Doran 










Eastern bred Judith finds her love for her father's partner on the Hatchet 
Spread complicated by his refusal to wait for the law to stop the chiselling ofa neifh- 
boring rancher and his henchmen. She gets Lane into trouble - but Lane outsmarts and 
outshoots his enemies...More romance than usual, but even so, above average. $2.00 












Adams, Cleve F. UP JUMPED THE DEVIL - Reynal & Hitchcock 
Another speedy, slug-ugly tale of Rex MeBride, hardfisted lonehand, this 
time in Frisco on the trail of a diamond tiara. A wealthy politician, his erring wife 
and daughter, a gambler, a. diamond merchant, assorted gangsters and ex-cons, all involv- 
ed and involving McBride with the police — particularly when a corpse is found in his 
room. $2.00 4 
REPRINTS 












Pocketbooks for April - Each $.25 






Hammett, Dashiell - THE GLASS KEY Clendining, Logan — THE HUMAN BODY 






Stout, Rex - THE RUBBER BAND Petheridge, Margaret - THE POCKETBOOK OF 
CROSSWORD PUZZLES 







Smith, Thorne - TOPPER TAKES A TRIP 
Pocketbooks for May — Bach $.25 






Du Maurier, Daphne - REBECCA Wollheim, Donald, Editor - 
THE POCKETBOOK OF SCIENCE FICTION 





Biggers, Earl Derr - CHARLIE CHAN CARRIES ON 







Dickson, Carter ~ THE PUNCH AND JUDY MURDERS 





PLEASE NOTE 






Don't forget AS YOU WERE, edited by Alexander Woollcott, Viking, $2.50, on March 26th. 
No material on it has reached us as yet, so this is merely for the record. 
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April 15 
Willkie, Wendell ONE WORLD Simon & Schuster 
* Politics forgotten — or set aside -, Willkie resurveys his round the world 


mission with a wholly human objectivity, and presents the panorama of his journeyings 
through thirteen war-circled countries, and his findings. The result is easy reading, 
and - in its very earnestness and simplicity and directness, he will reach a broad 
level of readers that a more profound book might miss. Egypt - the Near East - Turkey= 
Russia — Iraq -— Yakutsk (in Siberia) + into China via the little known northweet pro- 
vinces (Eastern Turkistan), these were the high spots, and some of this territory has 
been untouched by other visitors, and all of it is seen with fresh viewpoint of a man 
who is strongest in his ability to touch human emotions. Occasionally, he strays from 
the subject uppermost in his mind, - the war, and the interrelations of warring (and 
neutral) nations, and discusses the problems of the future welfare of backward coun- 
tries. He senses the ferment in the lower classes in countries of the Near East, where 
there is no middle class and where the Soviet experiment is having profound repercus— 
sions. He goes to Russia, prepared to be immune to Soviet propaganda, and is convinced 
in spite of himself that here is perhaps the biggest single factor of today and tomor~ 
row, - an effective society in a country now our ally, ultimately our partner in shap- 
ing a postwar world. He has a profound regard for Stalin, and a clarity of understand~ 
ing of the challenge we must meet, and a hope that a basis for better understanding car 
be found. This book should go far towards meeting that hope. His visit to China 
brought out many interesting points of a China of which we hear little, a China taking 
slow but sure steps towards industrialization, a Chinese Communism that is a national 
and agrarian awakening rather than a proletarian conspiracy, a China that has its own 
western frontier for ultimate expansion and development. The last quarter of the book 
presents his conclusions. Our "reservoir of good will" is immense but not inexhaust- 
ibie; it has had heavy drains, in the inadequacy of our fulfilment of promises in 

our policy of expediency in North Africa, in Spain, in our uncertainty about expres- 
sing our postwar aims, in our lack of unity at home and lack of a common council through 
the United Nations. We must accept the challenge of economic plus political coopera- 
tion; we must fight bigotry and persecution on the home front; we must canalize and 
stabilize a foreign policy and take it out of politics, we must plan for peace on a 
_world basis - now not tomorrow, we must know this is "One World"...eThe publishers are 


backing this with their usual vigor. It will sell! Paper $1.00 Cloth $2.00 
April 16 
23 
Curie, Eve JOURNEY AMONG WARRIORS Doubleday, Doran 
* On consecutive publication dates come two books that are singularly paral- 


lel in scope and evaluation, ~ this volume and Wendell Willkie’s One World (reviewed 
above). Where Mr. Willkie does not attempt to cut very much below the surface or to 
present a scholarly judgment, Eve Curie seeks to weigh factors, one against the other, 
and to show a "war of blood, destruction, heroism, passion, hatred and death, a war 
where gigantic armies are clashing, where millions are suffering.....not a war of ab- 
stract ideas". She finds her answer in the selfless passion of the Free French forces, 
fighting against incredible odds, achieving miracles in Africa, in the Near East, in- 
spired by the spirit of France and by their leader, De Gaulle, soldier and administrat— |. 
ov, who has staunchly rejected "compromises and transactions". She finds her answer in 
Rresia, where the impossible has been done through the strength of intimate linking of 
vital interests of the homeland with the triumph of doctrine. In pleading for a bet- 
bet understanding with Russia she quoteStheir statement that "trust is a two-way pro- 
position". She had a rare opportunity to see the front line, in a visit to Mozhaisk, 
immediately after it was retaken, and talked with returning refugees, with inhabitants 
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who had lived through the terror of Nazi occupation, with soldiers and prisoners. Cer- 
tain light is thrown on Russia which I'd not sensed elsewhere, - for instance, the re- 
lations of Poles and Russians, and the burying of old enmities in the forming of Polish 
companies. Miss Curie did not visit Turkey -— that section of Wendell Willkie"s book is 
of definite news value. But she did visit Burma, Rangoon in the flood of retreat, Man- 
dalay and India = and presente her impressions as those of a thoughtful, perceptive, 
fair-minded observer who can see all sides of the problem and offer them for considera- 
tion without attempting any snap judgments. Her visit to China followed, perhaps, more 
routine lines than Wendell Willkie"s, who came in “by the back door"; but one gets a 
more intimate close-up picture of life there under war conditions as she visits various 
households, and senses a determination to see things through with "sweat and blood but 
no tears". As in the Willkie book, so in this - there is a plea for more help for 
China, more recognition that China has been warring for five years with virtually no 
assistance, and that China has retreated but never surrendered. This Is a long book, 
but a rewarding one. The survey has some purely feminine elements which will give wo- 
men readers generally a feeling that - perhaps - a woman journalist sees certain things 
that their gifted fellow correspondents may miss. Eve Curie has lost nothing of her 
gift for seeing and recording, her genius for words. $3.50 


April 22 


Hilton, James THE STORY OF DR. WASSELL , Little, Brown 


a True fiction - sounds like a contradiction in terms, and we were a trifle 
uncertain as to where to place it, but decided it belonged here, as factual content 
presented in fictional form. Dr. Wassell is an actual person, a doctor from Arkansas, 

a man who had come to consider himself somewhat of a failure, who was unsure of himself 
when he came into the Dutch hospital in the back hills of Java, prepared to take over 
the care of a ward of badly burned survivors of an American vessel. The men found him 
disappointing, at first- perhaps they took him on his own valuation? And then, as 
James Hilton tells the story, simply, unemotionally, just as it must have happened, 

Dr. Wassell accepted them as his boys; put up with their foibles; cheated the rules 
when he found ways to get around them; spoiled them when circumstances made it possible; 
and brought all but one of them through - up to the moment when Japanese penetration of 
Java became a reality, not an impossibility. Then he tells the story of how those men, 
stretcher cases some of them, were brought down to the port, and of how the doctor bul- 
lied their way on to a crowded ship ~ all but nine of them, and those he was forced to 
take back. Twenty-four hours later, the last chance came to evacuate them - and he took 
it. A story of undramatized heroism; there was a job to do and he loved his boys - so 
he did it. That was all. But it makes a moving story, whose emotional values deepen 
in retrospect rather than at the time of reading. This is more than just another per- 
sonality ~ another incident in global war. It is a small book, with a big chance for a 
plus sale. $1.50 


High Spots 


Pretty good level, this time, with a few outstanding titles. Darryl Zanuck'’s TUNIS EX- 
PEDITION (Random House) is good going; Fred Herman's DYNAMITE CARGO (Vanguard) is an ex- 
cellent panel in the merchant marine story; there's another volume in Douglas Freeman's 
LEE'S LIEUTENANTS (Scribner), 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Non-fiction 


April 1 
Zanuck, Darryl F. TUNIS EXPEDITION Random House 
* This is first rate reading, though in retrospect it does not add up to a 


great deal. There will, undoubtedly, be a flood of books recording the North African 
expedition, the swift mopping up as the French in North Africa made only token resist- 
ance, and the slowing down as the real operation in Tunisia got under way. But here 

is the first book, and it is unlikely that subsequent ones can take away from the ef- 
fectiveness of this terse, pictorial diary of the first month, from the edge of waiting 
in England, November 2, until Zanuck was sent back to organize the film material secur- 
ed by his men up to December 10th. Internationally known, for his brilliant record in 
pictures, he emerges through this text as a writer who not only sees action in pic- 
tures but can convey those pictures in words. His diary reads like an adroitly con- 
ceived sound track for pictures, with humor, originality, and a colloquial flavor of 
men and action, and rare bits of vivid incident. Sixteen pages of photographs taken 
from the films made on the spot. With the Morosco book postponed, this is IT for the 
momente $2.00 


Robinson, Henry Morton FANTASTIC INTERIM Harcourt, Brace 


Sub-titled “American Manners, Morals and Mistakes between Versailles and 
Pearl Harbor", this is a spirited, slashing history of America over the past quarter 
century in which she does not show up too well. Only-Yesterdaying the political and 
international scene as well as the social, Robinson shows how America, in 1918, fright- 
ened by the responsibility of assuming world leadership, went off on a "gilded carrou- 
sel of escapism” in a fabulous, fatuous era of ballyhoo, corruption, speculation, adu- 
lation and nonsense. Her institutions of religion, education and democracy sagged; 
her leadership, under Harding, Coolidge and Hoover varied from the corrupt to the mis- 
guided; she went in for business for business’ sake, for cults and booms, until event- 
ually, came depression and chaos. Roosevelt and the New Deal, after 15 muscle bound 
years, a transfusion not a cure, a foreign policy of neutrality, and isolationist sen- 
timent torpedoed with Pearl Harbor. Eminently readable, blunt, biting reportage which 


is an essentially true picture of these foolish decades. $3.50 y 
April 5 
Freeman, Douglas Southall LEE*’S LIEUTENANTS; Vol. II Scribner 


(Cedar Mountain to Chancellorsville) 


This is the middle volume of this monumental history of the Civil War view— 
ed through the study of the officers who served under Lee. The first volume closed with 
the reorganization following the Seven Days' battles; Lee was the new leader, Jackson 
the outstanding figure. This volume might well be characterized. as Jackson's military 
biography, for around him gravitates the success, the failure of this period, which ends 
with his death. His conflicts with certain of his subordinates, his cooperation with 
others, the devotion of most of his men, and the pattern of new leaders rising in a con- 
sistant rhythm of replacements ~ such is the record; Hood, Rodes, Cooke, and Stuart, 
coming to the fore. A military history this, with a market among people interested in 
minutiae of campaigns. The scholarship is undeniable but, Dr. Freeman manages to give 


his story pace, humanity and color, $5.00 


April 12 
Padilla, Ezequiel FREE MEN OF AMERICA: An Augury for the Post War Future Alliance 


A rhetorical survey of the ideals of Panamericanisn, by Mexico's Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, comparable to the Gwzintanilla A Latin American Speaks (see page 632- 
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12/15/42). Here one notes the parallels of South and North America’s attitudes towards 
slavery, the feelings about the Munroe Doctrine, the differences of race and culture, 
the growth of freedom versus despotism, the advancement of brotherhood from the early 
conferences to present-day motivation in the direction of moral and material union of 
the Americas, and the inescapabllity of the "indissoluble mingling of our destinies" 
from the point of view of our neighbor to the South. A perceptive student of the hem- 
isphere history, he makes his points with care and some scholarly inquiry. This is an 
imperative case for future collaboration practical as well as emotional in handling. 


2.50 
43 | $ 
Apr+? 18 Vv TY eau 20° 
Williams, Ben Ames AMATEURS AT WAR C Houghton, Mifflin 


I suppose that it is not surprising that the present war should turn our 
thoughts back to our fighting men in other wars. There was the Matthew and Wecter, Our 
Soldiers Speak (Little, Brown - report page 15); there was THE LIFE OF JOHNNY REB, by 
Bell Irwin Wiley (Bobbs-Merrill - report page 50) - both excellent jobs of selection 
and organization of source material in the form of letters, diaries, etc. This book 
differs from the others in showing "fighting men doing their jobs" in Army, Navy, Mar- 
ines and Air Forces, from the Indian Wars to the present. Individual forays, victories 
and defeats, a series of stirring yarns written by leaders, by men in the ranks, by cor- 
respondents, each extract introduced with a foreword setting the scene for episode and 
narrator. Fine editing job, grand masculine book in its vigorous pictures of the Amer- 
ican way in war. $3.00 


—wr - 
apeti-te— Pree? “Aye |S 
Taylor, Henry Ce & Anne Dewees HANDBOOK OF WORLD TRADE IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS Macmillan 


A reference book for anyone inquiring into comparative facts regarding ag- 
ricultural products in relation to national and international policies. Through tables 
of statistics, maps and charts; through study of movements, policies, international 
agreements, relative importance of various nations as importers and exporters, shifting 
focus as to systems of controls; through posing questions to which only the future holds 
the answers, the authors bring together an immense amount of material valuable to those 
who should have ready access to these facts. Cotton, wool, silk, rubber, tobacco, cof- 
fee, tea, sugar, wheat, rice, grains, meat and livestock, fats and oils - these are suc- 
cessively and exhaustively presented. In closing, the authors conclude thet in general- 
as evidenced in country after country, government policies have tended to be political 
rather than economic, and therefore detrimental to agriculture; and that collective as- 
surance can only be approached through reorganized world social structure. They state 
the fact ~ they do not attempt to chart the procedure by which this can be attained. 

$3.50 


April 14 
Howard, Harry Paxton AMERICA'S ROLE IN ASIA Howell, Soskin 


This is swell! It does the very thing I've looked for in vain in the num- 
erous beoks on the Orient. First of all it is an excellent overall picture of the his- 
torical, political and economic developments of Japan and China, a revealing (and none 
too flattering) picture of their relations with the Western Powers. He makes no bones 
of our uistakes, eur self seeking, our respensibility for the disasters we have brought 
about. Next, he clarifiesthe confused interrelations, internal conflicts, and ultimate 
objectives - both in Japan and China; the dominance of the military and Big Business 
over a subdued flicker of revolt in Japan; the Soong Dynasty and the contradictions of 
democracy in China. For the first time, the Korean situation comes out clearcut. Final- 
ly, with no illusions as to the imperative necessity of our accepting a free China, a 
demilitarized Japan, a hands-off policy, he draws conclusions that will provoke con- 
troversy and challenge our thinking. There's a final section (including a chapter on 


India) still to come. $3.00 
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April 15 
Myers, James DO YOU KNOW LABOR? John Day 


This is a book which should prove useful as a general history of labor and 
a sympathetic appraisal of its future. The author has been Industrial Secretary of the 
Federal Churches of Christ in America for the past seventeen years; prior to that he 
had been a personnel director in industry. There is little new material, but his liber- 
al point of view and his sincere approach should influence many a conservative to a 
realization that the labor unions are not all as black as the press would indicate. The 
author's desire to be perfectly fair to all tends to a lack of incisive criticism. His 
praise for the fine things done by labor and its leaders would carry more weight were 
he more condemnatory of the misuse of power and position, He discusses the different 
types of labor unions, the distinction between A..F. of Le and C,I,0,, the drawing of 
agreements, the adjustment of grievances, strikes and how to prevent them, the closed 
shop, the efficacy of the National Labor Relations Act, union management, cooperatives, 
etc. Good for a general view, but not for the student. $2.00 


St. John, Betty Utley EXCESS BAGGAGE: Adventures of an Army Wife Hastings House 


The letters, illustrated, of a newlywed campfollower, blithe, bright enough, 
and made up of small talk concerning the life of an army wife. Honeymooning on a sit- 
up train to Galveston, their first apartment, for a few brief weeks, then the Califor- 
nia desert and none of the comforts of a home, as they camp out in a tourist court — 
bungalow or a garage. Housekeeping under domestic duress, the social rounds with other 
young officers and wives, week-ends in Los Angeles, the variability and unpredictability 
of Army life met with good cheer and gratitude at being able to share it with her hus- 


band. Never really funny, but generally light-hearted. $2.00 
April 18 
Nadi, Aldo ON FENCING | Putnam 


There's a surprisingly wide range of interest in fencing, not only through 
schools and clubs, but through national organizations. Cheek your local gymnasiums, 
women’s clubs as well as men's, Y's, etc. Here is fencing as a sport, art, science, 
as exercise, character builder, in detailed exposition by a master, Gallico’s introduc- 
tion practically sends you to the foils, and Nadi’s preliminary matter, historical and 
biographical, is an excellent take-off. Then to the science of fencing, - positions, 
fundamentals, footwork, parries of attack, the whole rollcall of fencing mechanics, with 
@ special section on combat, exercises, training, competitive matches, advice to teach- 


ers. Excellent in its field. Fully illustrated with photographs. $3.00 
April 21 <br AN, ‘\ 
Sw") 
Burris-Meyer, Elizabeth THIS IS FASHION Harper 


Excellent compendium, with bibliography, of fashion history; it includes not 
only what was worn, when and by whom, but where things were worn and why - paralleling 
development of men's attire as well as women's. A chronological arrangement of pictures 
and running text is followed by rapid surveys of the periods and personalities, with 
chapters on fashion trends and significant innovations, color, accessories, fabrics, 
cosmetics and coiffures, home furnishings + an interesting overall picture of the chang+ 
es, fluctuations, elaborations and adaptations of clothing from the Egyptian to the pres= 
ent. An essential tool for fashion classes, stage, film, costume, design; for library 
shelves and school and college reference shelves. Writers should know its availability. 
32 pages of drawings and a section in color. $6.00, 
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Gordon, Leland J. CONSUMERS AR-WAR On WUTInie, Harper 













Virtually a text book on the fundament@ls of the problems the consumer 
faces in wartime. A handbook on getting your money's worth with each purchase; on us- 
ing what you have to best advantage; on preventing waste; on investing your money wise- 
ly and patriotically. Gordon shows how "to reorganize your thinking and actions as a 
consumer", and indicates other sources 6f guidance on such specific points as food, 
consumer values, etc. He deals with (1) making a right choice; (2) budgeting the es- ff 
sentials properly: (3) nutrition, shelter, clothing. $1.75 








Hart, Dr. Alan J. THESE MYSTERIOUS RAYS 5 |S V Harper 





The author of a number of novels on Norton's list uses a narrative tech- 
nique in displaying the virtuosity of radiation, for medical diagnosis, cure and tech- 
nical detecting. From laboratory pictures and their stories, to x-rays and radium and 
their use in bone, lung, head, digestive, urinary, obstetric and cancer cases; how ra- 
diation acts and what is radioactivity; how to use it safely. All aspects are illus-~ 
trated with case histories and the personalities of doctors and patients developed on 
lines of short stories. Definite popularization of scientific material. $2,75 
















Harper 


Moorehead, Alan DON'T BLAME THE GENERALS 





Y 


The Middle East in detailed recapitulation, by a British correspondent who 
covered the front from August 1941 to August 1942. Honest criticism, personai inter- 
pretation, clarification of campaigns, military tactics, etc. There is enough of his 
personal life to take this out of the class of the purely professional observer, and 

& to underscore the bitter blows which characterized this war zone. Auchinleck - and his 
failure to bring victory out of the muddle of brass hat conservatism; what the British 
did and what happened and why, the complicated mosaic of reasons for setbacks, the hard- 
won successes, the stalemates, behind the headlines. Then from Cairo to Persia, to 
Syria, to Indie end the failure of the Cripps mission; reports on interviews with Indian 
leaders; back to Gazala, Tobruk and Alamein. A pattern of strains and balances of 
strategy and politics. A book for the thoughtful student of the war, rather than the 
average layman seeking a quick, dramatic view, This overlaps to some extent Michie’s J 

rr book, Retreat to Victory (see page 367), but brings the story up to August '42. $3.50 
























Noyes, Charles &. ECONOMIC FREEDOM SY Harper 


Here's a book to start the public thinking aleng lines that seem at first 
revolutionary, but - in competent and sane analysis - are made to seem simply a mat- 
ter of reassessing accomplished facts, and accepting the inevitability of change in a 
post-war world. Discussion of basic factors of economy, - public and private debt, 
savings and investment, prices and wages, supply and demand; the place of capital, of 
management, of government; the equal dangers of sentimental nostalgia and sentimental 


radicalism; - all viewed from a new angle in relation to a new definition of eccnomic 
freedom, Some of his suggestions demand more technical knowledge than I possess: but 
a the text as a whole provides the best stimulus of its kind I have met. $2.50 
April 27 
May, Mark A. | A SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGY OF WAR AND PEACE Yale 
cg Published under the auspices of the Institute of Human Relations, this is an 


injuiry into the psychological foundation of war and peace, which May believes to be the 
result of social conditioning. He surveys war as the product of man’s instincts, 
war as a part of social evolution, etc. and then presents his theory that war is the 
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product of learning. He analyzes behaviour patterns in the individual, - learning to 
fight, to hate, to fear, to escape, to love, to defend, to follow leaders. He then 
®& discusses habits, attitudes in group behaviour, mass movements which are aggressive or 
defensive, He concludes that psychological conditions of peace can be achieved first 
by controlling group aggression, second by creating solidarity. Theory and research. 
$2.75 


april 30 [IH 


Paterson, Isabel THE GOD OF THE MACHINE;:- Putnam 
An Inquiry into the Nature of Government 


A lively, tightly reasoned, though not always compact in form, modern view 
of political structures, from the days of the Phenicians (her spelling, not mine), to 
the United States and her part in today's war. On the evidence of the long circuit of 
energy, with its ebb and flow and diversion, here is a stimulating, argumentative trac- 
ing of the record of the dominance and decline of nations, of ideas and accomplishments, 
of concepts and mechanisms, of functions and structural defects, that seismographs the 
high and low potential points of world history to the conclusion that the United States 
is the personification of the Age of the Dynamo, whose uses can, and must, contribute 
to the cause of freedom. No phase of development, exploration, genius, invention is too 
small for her curious consideration, her conclusions include countless aspects of past 
and present, industry, commerce, politics, wars, leaders, principles. economics, so-- 
ciety, production, credit, education. She has a refreshingly noncomformist sense of 
the past and a stinging feel of the present. Not a book for pickup, casual reading, but 


for savoring inventive thinking and spirited writing. $2.75 
Aprid—ote Qa tw 
| Winter, William WAR PLANES OF ALL NATIONS Crowell 


A sort of "Jane" of the air, in an international survey of all types of 
fighting planes. Identification points, description, specifications (those that can 
be told), performance -— alphabetically arranged under identifying names, and within the 
major national breakdowns. America, Great Britain, Russia, France, Holland, Germany, . 
Italy and Japan, To be illustrated with more than 200 plans and photographs. $3.00 Vv 


Haring, Douglas G. BLOOD ON THE RISING SUN Qs 14 Macrae Smith 
Vv 


A knowledgeable book, that corroborates, in general, many others, though 
it diverges in details, concerning Japan, her leaders and her people. It emphasizes 
the scope and thoroughness of the education for the ideal of world domination, how 
cults have been devised to further this aim, how Western teachings have been perverted 
to this end. It underlines the fact that Japan is no tool of Hitler. There is comment 
and amplification on the liberals, the militarists, the feudalists; on the question of 
possibility of inside rebellion; on dealing with Japan in victory. Not specifically 
repetitive, but neither better nor worse than, for instance, Eckstein's In Peace Japan 
Breeds War, to which it is closest (see page 85 - 2/15/43). Controversial as any def- 
inition of this country is bound to be. Illustrated by photographs. | as? 





Haines, C.Grove & THE ORIGINS AND BACKGROUND OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR Oxford 
Hoffman, Ross J. S. 






From a vast amount of available data on the many aspects of this question, 
a case can be built which will probably only be filled in and amplified when secret 
diplomatic documents are ultimately released. Hostile political cultures - the strug- 
gle for economic control crisis in religion, Occidental vs Oriental cultures - these 
‘are a few of the aspects with which they deal. This is not historical survey in chron- 
ological form, but a study of the flow of modern life tending towards world organization- 
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or away from it. The first world war and its settlement, the League of Nations and the 
forces against it, the boom period underlaid with the destructive factors that challeng- 
ed European recovery, the seeds of anarchy that bred fascism and nazism, and the long 
period of appeasement and American isolation which gave the Axis powers their chance 

for building an offensive weapon and launching their blitzkreig. The authors, through 
this survey, show the origins and backgrounds of the present war embedded in political, 
econimic and cultural life. A stimulating book, but one which is for thoughtful stu- 


dents, rather than for the average reader who wants to be shocked out of his lethargy. 
$4.007? 


se 


April eet 4/2 
Knox, Judge John C. TAKE THE-VERDICT” (Oreee iw Ve (8 P sonipner 


The author of A Judge Comes of Age had a chance to make a "case book" fas-— 
cinating reading - but, in the opinion of this reader, he signally failed. He has sel- 
ected cases from a full background on the bench, with the intention of leading the 
citizen to greater respect and umderstanding for the law. Civil and criminal cases, 
admiralty law, blackmail, plagiarism, damage suits, rackets of various kinds - with 
the salient points examined. "It is, however, written in the style of a tired assist- 
ant district attorney" - writes our commentator-—" and not in the judicial manner. With 
a similar collection of cases, a Justice of the Peace, even an Alderman, could have 
done it. Not a sparkle until Justice Holmes appears and brings it momentarily alive.” 


y 


Wolff, Dr. Charlotte THE HUMAN HAND Knopf 


A successful attempt to show that the science of the hand need not belong 
in the class of charlatans and quacks, but that is has scientific affinity to histology, 
biology, anatomy, zoology, and that it contributes something to the field of psychiatry. 
Intuition is an integral part of successful use of the scientific facts:- the relation 
between the hand and brain areas, nerve centers and emotions; the anatomy of the hand 
and an analysis of the zones; form as related to types, fully diagrammed; parts of the 
hand; right handedness and left; and a study of the practical methods of hand inter- 


pretation, The last part of the book Prous histories and examples. $3.00 
TY\G-4 "7. 
Irwin, Will & WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT SPIES AND SABOTEURS Norton 


Johnson, Thomas M, 


One of the most fascinating volumes in this excellent series is this one 
dealing with the factual information behind espionage and sabotage, It should appeal 
not only to the current-events-minded readers, but to all mystery addicts. Discounting 
the pure Hollywood for the reality, nevertheless the information about spymasters and 
their methods, spies, who they are, where they come from, their operations, may be rou- 
tine but it has its dramatic, exciting aspects. Brief survey of the history of espion- 
age, and the last war, and a thorough marshalling of modern spy operations, how under- 
ground warfare has enlarged the scope of secret armies ef spies and changed their ob- 
Jectives, how human ingenuity and application of advancing scientific research enter 
the picture, the tasks and the accomplishments of FBI, G-2, ‘O.N.I. etc. The part the 


civilian can play. t the 
‘\ , A = f re PA ~f 
Way? ? port J t Ver | SO i I ) 
Swift, Kay WHO CQULD ASK FOR ‘ANYTHING MORE - / me Re 


Breezy, smartly personal history of a cafe society celebrity (musician, 
lyricist, and mother of grown children as well), falls in love with and marries a rodeo 
star from the World’s Fair. Here ~ with a dramatic gesture - is back to the primitive 
life with a bang. An Oregon ranch, authentic, ungilded, provides the new setting, and 
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this is anecdotal adventure of their life there, of carnivals and parades, of peripatet- 
ics among the hired help, of Pegleg Pete who turned out to be a fighting drunk, of the 
blackmail of a friend, of cattle and butchering, of visitors - and spongers, of Porgy, 


the ranch poodle, and Bess, imported as his mate, and of an acquired family. Casual, oP 


candid, really superficial, but it just might go - on a minor scale. $2.00 


SOPpad. Qala (er leeds Lin, 


x 


Some Last Minute Arrivals 
Barlone, D. A FRENCH OFFICER'S DIARY Macmillan 


An intimate record of reversals, defeat, humiliation, shame, boredom as 
fourteen months compass the entrance of France into the war, the inactivity of the phony 
war period, the disbelief in the impending cataclysm, the vacillation, the sabotaging 
of faith in the leaders. Then surrender and the Armistice - and the author's escape 
to North Africa, to Lisbon, to London there to join De Gaulle. A personal picture of 
events witnessed, interpreted, highlighting the tides of opinion, emotion and propa- 
ganda. Not primarily representative, but a help in viewing the French as friends. (3/16) 

$2.00 


Bourne, Dr. Geoffrey NUTRITION AND THE WAR Macmillan 


There are certain minor details of this little volume which apply primarily 
to England's problems. But for the most part, this American edition Should prove a 
useful handbook. The first half is a routine survey of basic principles of nutrition. 
The section devoted to findings of the war years gives fundamental principles of pro- 
tective and non-protective foods, cooking, etc. Charts of foodstuffs indicate break- 


down of nutritive values and a final chart suggests a key to substitutes. (Publ,.) 
$1,60 


Representatives of the United Nations THE PEOPLE'S PEACE George Stewart 


A symposium in which representatives speak for the countries:~ sixteen na~ 
tions are represented, some general aims are outlined. Occasionally one gets the feel- 
ing of turning the clock back; some speakers are given to slick generalizations; but 
the smpression as a whole is of acceptance of the imperative necessity of establishing 
a working machinery during the war of working towards a world where democracy will be 
secured. of coordinated planning for common good, of common access to essentials, of 


freedom from exploitation, The four final statements stem from the U.S.A. Useful. 
(3/22) $2.50 


Herman, Fred DYNAMITE CARGO Vanguard 


* The obvious comparison will be with There Go the Ships (see page 544), for 
this, too, is the biography of a merchant ship, in convoy to Russia. There are many 
Sinilarities, but the Carse book has no single incident that reaches the pitch of the 
fourday attack in this book. One follows the routine procedure, - loading up, a mishap 
at the start, safe arrival in England, the making up of the largest convoy in British 
history - then off for the White Sea and Archangel. The first taste of battle, follow- 
ing training in the use of the ship's armament; great losses by U boats, torpedo, dive 
and high bombers, and ship after ship lost, survivors rescued, and the convoy going on. 
Then a torpedo gets the Jason's engine room; orders issued to abandom ship, and the 
author and his complement of men are left aboard when their lifeboat capsizes, making 
them target for a returning Heinkel, which is disposed of by a minesweeper. The shift 
to minesweeper - to cruiser, with both boats moving rapidly, is a unique picture. Fol- 
low days of bombardment, experienced belowdecks, with details relayed from the bridge. 
Pinally, the delivery of the convoy - and the trip back. A grand yarn, of action and 
people, the lure of high pay, the human cussedness that redeems itself under stress, the 
balance of results against costs, the growing respect for the British and hatred of the 
enemy, and the knowledge of a job to be done. Adds to = rather than supplants - the 
Carse book. Swell job. (3/25) $2,00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Appleton-Century 
Brier, R. - LAST BOAT FROM BEYROUTH - definite date 4/22 
Childers, J.S. - WAR EAGLES + definite date 4/30 
Herbert, Xavier - CAPRICORNIA - from 3/20 to 4/26 
Wichelns, Lee — MASTERSON - from 3/26 to 4/9 








Crowell 
Lewis, N. — POWER WITH WORDS - from 3/30 to 4/29 
Patterson, J.C. - AMERICA'S GREATEST INVENTORS (J) - from 3/29 to 5/4 
Rogers, S. - ENEMY IN SIGHT - from 4/6 to 4/29 
Warrick, LaM. - YESTERDAY'S CHILDREN - from 4/20 to 4/27 


Doubleday, Doran 
Arey, John S. - NIGHT DUTY - Price from $2.00 to $2.50 
Haskins, C.P. — THE AMAZON - from 4/2 to 5/7 


Farrar & Rinehart 
Clark, J.D. + SIMON KENTON (J) ~ from 4/8 to 4/19 
Colver, A. - MR. LINCOLN'S WIFE - from 2/2 to 5/20 
Gilbert, E.G. - OUR DAILY BREAD - from 4/8 to 6/17 
Morgan, D. - THE HUMBOLDT —- from 5/13 to 6/7 
Way, Frederick, Jr. - PILOTIN' COMES NATURAL - from 4/26 to 5/6 


Knopf 
Rusk, R.D. — FORWARD WITH SCIENCE ~ Price from $3.75 to $3.50 


Morrow 
McCloy, Helen - DO NOT DISTURB - from 4/7 to 4/21 


Oxford 
Reynolds, E.E. - BADEN-POWELL ~ definite date 3/25 


Reynal & Hitchcock 
Ickes, H.L. - THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF A CURMUDGEON - from 3/19 to 4/13 
Saint-Exupery, A. de - THE LITTLE PRINCE - from 3/7? ta 4/6-—- There will be 
French editions also, Cloth at $2,00, Paper at $1.50, Ltd. at $3,50 


Scribner 
Hale, N. - BETWEEN THE DARK AND THE DAYLIGHT - 4/19 tentative date 
Train, A. -— THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF EPHRAIM TUTT - 4/19 tentative date 
Wolfe, T. - THOMAS WOLFE'S LETTERS TO HIS MOTHER - 4/19 tentative date 


Simon & Schuster 
Baldwin, L. — THE STORY OF THE AMERICAS - from April to May 
Cohn, D.L. - LOVE IN AMERICA - from 4/9? to 5/?? | 
Madrigal, M. & E. — INVITATION TO SPANISH - from 3/10 to 4/15 
Sanford, A. ~ THE PLEASURES OF SAILING - from 2/?? to 3/25 


Viking 
Van Doren, Carl - MUTINY IN JANUARY - Price from $3.00 to $38.50 
Zweig, S. - THE WORLD OF YESTERDAY —- from 4/9 to 4/16 


Erratum: Peattie, Louise R. - BING FINGER - Please note that the publisher is 
Dutton, not Putnam. 
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RELIGIOUS BOOK SUPPLEMENT: No. 2 
Ash Wednesday ~ March 10thvesreerseshaster - April 25th...+....Stress Religious Books 
Edited by E, King 


Brennan, Rev. Gerald T. FOR HEAVEN'S SAKE Bruce 
Angel Food Series--Book 2 


These 30 little talks for young people are very well written and interest- 
ing to read aloud. They deal with such virtues as charity, honesty and patriotism, as 
well as with the more difficult aspects of Catholic life such as sacraments, reverence 
for the body of Christ and souls in Purgatory. Some of them are told as myths, legends 
and fairy tales; others are straightforward, in the here-and-now. Each talk concludes 
with a moral, and with an exhortation to young people to heed it. Those who go in for 
a different approach, as taught by modern psychology, will not care for this obvious 
pointing of a moral and command to "be good," however. (Publ.) $1.75 


Kirkland, Winifred THE CONTINUING EASTER Scribner 


This book discusses the real meaning of Easter and points out that Easter, 
rather than Christmas, is the real birthday of our Faith. It was not the good news of 
a holy birth but the good news of a holy resurrection that the first missionaries 
preached. Easter commemorates not the birth of a baby, but the victory of a man. In 
each of the eight chapters, the author deals with some aspect of the Easter theme, and 
she believes that by rediscovering the real meaning of Easter, it should be possible 
for us to overcome the madness and defeatism of the present day. (Publ) $1.00 


Lewis, C. S. THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS Macmillan 


These letters from some important executive Down Below, to one of the jun- 
for devils here on earth, whose job is to corrupt mortals, are witty and written ina 
breezy style seldom found in religious literature. The author quotes Luther, who said: 
"The best way to drive out the devil, if he will not yield to texts of Scripture, is to 
jeer and flout him, for he cannot bear scorn." This the author does most successfully, 
for by presenting some of our modern and not-so-modern beliefs as emanating from the 
devil*s headquarters, he succeeds in making his reader feel like an ass for ever having 
believed in such ideas. This kind of presentation gives the author a tremendous advan- 
tage over the re@der, however, for the more timid reader may feel 2a sense of guilt af+ 
ter putting down this book. It is a clever book, and for the clever reader, rather 
than the too-earnest soul. (Publ.) $1.50 


Lindsay, Alexander D. RELIGION, SCIENCE & SOCIETY Yale 
IN THE MODERN WORLD 


This is the nineteenth in a series of lectures delivered at Yale University 
under the auspices of the Dwight Harrington Terry Foundation. These lectures are on re- 
ligion in the light of science and philosophy, and in this book the author approaches 
the subject from the historical, social and political point of view. Descartes, Hobbes, 
Kant, Hegel, Roger Williams are referred to in reference to the historical point of 
view, and since this book is short and meaty, the reader must bring a good deal of 
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knowledge to it in order properly to understand what the author is talking about. Those 
who are interested chiefly from a social and political point of view will appreciate 

the author's definition of freedom--freedeom to serve others, Many of us have gotten off 
the track, he believes, because we ask for freedom to be let alone which, to the author, 
is a false concept. This statement will give readers something to think about also: "A 
modern industrial society with a democratic government and an oligarchically controlled 
system of production is a house divided against itself." (Late March) $1.50 


Phelan, Paul J. Edited by WITH A MERRY HEART Longmans, Green 
A Treasury of Humor by Catholic Writers 


Hilaire Belloc, Francis X. Connally, Thomas J. Walsh, GK. Chesterton, 
Katharine Burton, Westbrook Pegler, Heywood Broun, Wyndham-Lewis, Agnes Repplier, Evelyn 
Waugh, Frank Sullivan, John Kieran, George N. Shuster, Francis C. Kelley and many others 
are represented in this book. The contributions are divided into five classes: 1) Fice 
tion and Short Stories; 2) Humorous and Satirical Poetry; 3) Essays, Letters and Columns; 
4) Plays and Dialogues; 5) Anecdotes of Fact and Fancy. The editor is professor at the 
University of Santa Clara, California. ' Illus. (April ??) $3.50 


Prichard, H. Adye IF THEY DON'T COME BACK Macmillan 


A letter from a father who lost his daughter in the war is the springboard 
for the ideas in this book. The author discusses immortality, the hereafter, telepathy, 
space, time and the resurrection in a way to comfort those who have lost their dear ones. 
A book to recommend to those who have loved ones at the front, and who are in need of a 
strong faith in a life after death. The author is Rector of St. Mark's Church, Mt. Kisco 

Pupts $1.25 
Aru WIS 
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Schimberg, Albert Paul THE LARKS OF UMBRIA Bruce 


St. Francis of Assisi began life as a 13th century playboy, but he gave up 
his fine clothes, feasts and dandified friends to become a beggar in the service of God. 
He and his followers did not retire to a monastery to lead the good life, but walked the 
highways and byways to help all their brothers who were in need of what the spirit could 
orfer. The story of these first Franciscan friars is a familiar one, but always ore of 
inspiration to Catholics as well as others. While this is an interesting re-telling of 
a fauniliar story, the book lacks the moving quality of those two recent saint biogra-. — 
phies-—The Rose Unpetalled and The Lad of Lima. (Publ.) $2.75 


Van Dusen, Henry P. WHAT IS THE CHURCH DOING Scribner 


The author presents the facts about what the chureh is doing in the coun- 
tries cf Europe, and in the younger churches in the mission fields. There is a discus~ 
sion of the United World Church and how it functions; an analysis of World Christianity 
Yesterday and Today, and a section on the outlook for Church Union. This book is packed 
with information and interest for those who want the facts. (Publ.) $1.00 


Von Hildebrand, Dietrich LITURGY AND PERSONALITY Longmans, Green 


This book will help the Catholic to assist in the ¢elebration of the Liturgy 
with deeper awareness, keener insight into its depths, its classicism, its profoundly 
organic nature. The author believes that a full study of this theme will lead to devel- 
Opment of the personality, although the primary object of the celebration of the Liturgy 
is to praise and glorify God. This author's discussion of personality is highly re- 
stricted to a religious theme, and completely unlike the current Fosdick book On Being 
& Real Person. 

This is the 4th volume in the Golden Measure Pooks, (Publ.) $2.00 
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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT: No, 5 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Austin, Margot MANUEL'S KITE STRING Scribner 


Good story telling material, which grades slightly youngér than the 6-9 
group, and slightly older than the usual picture story book group, so use it according- 
ly. The stories are just long enough to hold the attention of the children who want 
something more sustained than the Judy books, for instance. And there are enough pic- 
tures to hold the interest. Manuel is a little Mexican boy on an American ranch, and 
the first story tells of his misadventures as he unreals a tangled skein of string, for 
his kite, only to find that it ts actually yarn, and not intended for a kite at all. In 
the process, he helps ranch creatures out of trouble - and then gets into some further 
trouble of his own, from which Maria, whése kitten was responsible, rescues him. The 
other stories are simpler; there's Silver Bel], the puppy who stole anything that was 
shiny; the robins that built a nest of wool, and dropped it out of the tree; the pump- 
kin that grew too big for any Hallowe’en use; and the small boy who went to visit his 
ranger uncle. We like Margot Austin - and so do the kids. (8/8) ; $1.25 


Becker, Charlotte JUDY GOES SAILING and JUDY'S FARM VISIT Seribner 


Fourth and fifth small volume in the adventures of Judy and her pals. Excel- 
lent picture primers for four year olds who aren't quite ready for solid text. I liked 
the one about the sailboat better than the farm; it fills a niche where only Lois 
Lenski‘s small book has served before, and little children who are learning boats from 
babyhood will love it. There's a pienic in it, to spread the appeal a bit beyond this 
somewhat limited groupe The farm book follows a more or les routine pattern, and has 
nothing new to contribute. Good might-be-true small fry, (Publ,) Each $.75 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6-9) 
Bechdolt, Jack & Merwin, Decie DULCIE, Or Half a Yard of Linsey-Woolsey Dutton 


Ragged rhymes and prose interwoven, in a series of might-—be-true stories of 
absent-minded little Duldie, a child of a century past. In pictures reflecting the per- 
fod, and in fairly full text, Dulcie’s misadventures are revealed, She goes to the store 
on an errand, but has thought of so many other things on the way, that she forgets what 
she came for; she joins in the May Pole dance, but is more concerned with the brim of 
her big hat than the steps of the dance; she forgets to take off her locket, and loses 
it in the Christmas pudding, and so on. Somehow, Fate is kind to her, or perhaps it is 
her own wingome charm, but she never gets punished, so don't read this as a lesson in 
morals. (3/18) $1.50 


Wallower, Lucille CHOOKY MeKay 


The author of A Conch Shell for Molly writes another period and regional 
story, this time of the Pennsylvania-Dutch, near Harrisburg, back in 1883. The thread 
of plot is slight; the dialect would make it difficult for youngsters to read it to them- 
s3ives; but there’s a good feeling of the family life, the sharing of household respon- 
sibilities, market day, country and city - in a story of Susy and her lame chick. The 
material is not quite so fresh ~ but it is well done. (Publ.) $2.00 
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Webber, Frank Martin PETER PAINTER AND THE HOLIDAYS David McKay 






More tales of the little brown elf and his magic paints. These are holiday 
stories. He paints the squirrels’ nuts, and the spiders’ webs for the forest folks 
Christmas tree, he lights it with moonlight, and tops it with a star. He helps Mother 
Rabbit decorate her Easter eggs. And the only wholly original story is the one about 
Fourth of July, with dandelion fluff Roman candles, cattail skyrockets, daisy pinwheels, 
pelting stones for firecrackers, and his own painted jacket as a flag. Fairy tales - 
and there are still lots of children who like them. Vera Neville has again made charm- 
ing pictures in color. A gay book - good value. (Publ.) $1.00 


FIRST STEPS IN READING - Story Books 
































Davis, Lavinia R. ROUND ROBIN Scribner 


* This is the best family story with the new baby problem that I have seen - 
and there have been several. For Lavinia Davis writes straight out of personal exper- 
fence, and as always, her childrem are alive. The four older children, ranging from 

two to eight, each have problems of adjustment to make; but by the end of the tale, Robin 
belongs to them all, and each one has taken some bit of responsibility, yes, even the 
two year old learns to share. In the process, the ways in which such problems as jeal- 
ousy and understanding the whys and wherefores of keeping a baby spotless and following 
a routine, come naturally into the story of the first year. Delightful pictures by 
Hildegard Woodward. (Publ.) $1.50 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 -.12's 
& Le Grand ‘AUGUSTUS HELPS THE ARMY Bobbs-Merrill 


* This is as good as the best, and better than most of the popular Augustus 
books. Pop isn't quite so much in the foreground, but ‘he has his moments. And Augustus 
himself, with his new friend down in Georgia (where Pop wouldn't get an epidemic in his 
back), manage to do their bit for their country. Pop is working - in his fashion - at 
an army camp. Augustus wants to do his sh3re, and starts by getting a sandwich right 
out from under an irate customer’s nose, so that the soldier who shares his seat in the 
bus won't go hungry. Ma is saved from disgrace by Augustus’ quick wit + when the fat 
lady poster becomes a patriotic slogan. Cotton picking almost gets him down, but he 
comes out on top. And the main adventure ends in rounding up three spies. (4/22) $1.75 


von Hagen, Christine CHICO OF THE ANDES Nelson 


A story of Ecuador, and of a small mountain lad who learns that he is an un- 
known orphan, and who sets out to find the solution to the mystery of his birth. There 
is a vocational background here - the weaving of fine Panamas - and Chico seems to have 
inherited not only that gift, from the unknown parents, but a true Latin ability to make 
a good bargain. His puzzle is almost too easily solved - but the solution is capped 
when he decides to go back to his mountain home and to the old man who has been i” 
loco parentis — and who turns out to be his real grandfather. Rather an overplayed suc- 
cession of coincidences make a forced story, but the feel of the country is well handled. 


Personally, I felt the Zhenya Gay illustrations a liability. (publ.) $2.00 

Renick, Marion CHAMPION CADDY Scribner 
& The golfing side of this story measures up satisfactorily with the sporting 

aspects of the author's previous stories of football, basketball and baseball. But the 


youngest caddy, Don, was a bit too quickly suecessful - not only as a first class caddy, 
but as a potentially good golfer, and a boy who was a little too good to be true. Pic-= 
tures by John Fulton are good - but they are not Machentanz standard. (4/5) $1. 50 
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Temple, Willard WEB ADAMS Seribner 


* Moralists, stay away - this is no book for you! But those of you who want 
a story about Peck's Bad Boy, 1943 edition - come along. Web Adams, on the surface, 

was everything parents and teachers and neighbors dislike in a boy; but he is 100% real 
boy, and, fortunately, his father remembered his own youth. Web wasn't bad, or vicious, 
or really mean; but he couldn't stand softies, and he wasn't overfond of school, and he 
wasn't above sneaking a mongrel into the house, or wrecking the handiwork of his tale- 
bearing classmates, or playing hookey, or pitching a baseball into a neighbor's yard. 
He'd take his punishment - and do it all again. And he never turned noble - not in the 
course of this story. Now you know what to expect - but if you've any real fondness 

for real boys, you'll like Web Adams. The Dwight Logan pictures were done by a man who 


remembered his boyhood, too. (Publ.) $2.00 
FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 
Sherman, Fanny Jessop ADMIRAL WAGS of the U.S.S. Lexington Dodd, Mead 


Fine autobiography of the black cocker who stayed with his captain until the 
crew was off the stalwart carrier of Coral Sea fame. Told in the first person, this 
story follows the adventurous career of a cocker that belonged to a naval family. He 
saw all parts of the world where Ameriean ships' officers and their families might be 
sent; but when his master was sent to San Diego to school, and his mistress was domi- 
ciled at Honolulu, the Captain took Wags along on the Lexington for company. And the 
rest of his story is history! Paul Brown pictures for a true story. (4/13) $2.00 


Freeman, Mae & Ira FUN WITH SCIENCE Random House 


The science editor of Young America and his wife have made a picture book 
with running text out of a series of experiments in physics, which should fascinate any 
youngster with even a bump of curiosity. Through these experiments, all tested, many 
of the basic principles of science are introduced and demonstrated:- center of gravity, 
inertia, momentum, the principle of the lever, surface tension, Bernoulli's law, termin- 
al velocity, magnetism, refraction, and so on and on - these terms take on meaning, 
through the clarity of the text and the pictorial appeal. Good job. (Publ.) $1.00 


FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 
Barne, Kitty WE*LL MEET IN ENGLAND Dodd, Mead 


A good adventure story, but it lacks the distinction that made Visitors from 
Londan one of the best war stories in its class. This story, dealing with the escape 
from Norway of two children of English-Norwegian parentage, puts all the emphasis on the 
preparations for departure, the attempts to forestall suspicions of a neighboring Nazi 
agent - rather than bringing action out of character and situation, as in her earlier 
books. The humor, too, is less spontaneous. (3/15) $2 00 


Non-fiction 
Orr, Gertrude HERE COME THE ELEPHANTS Caxton 


Loosely integrated and rather amateurishly constructed book - but chockful 
of wonderful tales of the lives and cleverness of individual elephants, of Jumbo, of 
Barnum's famous "white elephant", of Princess Alice and her mate, etc. There is ample 
scope for interest in the running history of the elephant, from the three foot high pre- 
historic forerunner, to the war elephants of Biblical times, the domesticated, hardwork- 
‘nfé elephants of India, the pampered royal elephants of Burma and Siam. (4/15) $2.50 
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Van Loon, Hendrik Willem THOMAS JEFFERSON Dodd, Mead 


Viewed as a Van Loon item, this probably will win a market not confined to 
the age for which it was presumably destined. . Viewed as a Jefferson biography for 
the teens, it doesn't pass muster. Van Loon presumes too much background of history, 
which would be needed to unscramble his rambling method of mixing history and biogra- 
phy and bypaths of dissertation on such topics as tobacco, slavery, traditions of li- 
berty. No thirteen year old, for instance, would emerge with any sort of rounded pic-— 
ture of Jefferson as boy or man, or even any concrete pattern of his life and his place 
in historye But he would have understanding of the things for which Thomas Jefferson 
fought and lived to prove - and that is more than a routine biography would do. Occa- 
sionally, Van Loon talks down to his audience (he does that to adults, too); more of- 
ten he talks over the heads of his audience (ditto, here, as well). It is not a good 


book, it isn't even a good Van Loon. But it is an interesting experiment in biography. 
(4/13) $2.50 


Simon, Charlie May LAYS OF THE NEW LAND Dutton 





Our candidate for the season's worse title - this is actually a collection 
of biographical sketches of some American poets:=- Bryant, Emerson, Poe, Longfellow, 
Whittier, Whitman, Dickinson, Lanier, Robinson, Masters, Frost, Lowell, Sandburg, Lind- 
say, Fletcher, Millay and Benet. Slight in substance, but fairly vivid in handling, 
and so planned that representative poems are made a part of the biographical sequence. 
Charlie May Simon is a better story teller than biographer. (3/19) $3.00 


Holland, Rupert Sargent FREEDOM'S FLAG Macrae Smith 


A readable biography of Francis Scott Key, colorful, making the most of a 
not too dramatic personality. Here in interesting detail is the famous story of the 
night he spent in British hands during the attack on Fort McHenry, and the morning that 
revealed that "the flag was still there" - and writing of the words of our national an- 
them. He lived most of his life between our Revolutionary and Civil wars, and took ac- 
tive part in those momentous years. As a brilliant lawyer, he had many important cases, 
and, under Jackson, served as District Attorney for the District of Columbia. Holland 
is a sound scholar and tells a good story. (4/12) $2.00 


Follett, Helen ISLANDS ON GUARD Seribner 


This should be as useful a book as last year's Ocean Outposts, which dealt 
with islands of the Pacific (and is now reissued in an edition, brought up to date by 
the inclusion of the Solomons, etc.). Unfortunately, Mrs. Follett - with a title which 
leads one to expect a timely handling of the strategic importance of these Caribbean 
islands, and of the part they are playing in defense today, has made of her material al- 
most solely a travel pattern, with second thought touching upon the subjects of the mo- 
ment. This seems scarcely a time to write a youthful guidebook to things to do and 
see in the Lesser Antilles, and she has failed to make the histories of the islands 
distinctive or particularly interesting. I found her style inclined to be archly per- 
sonal and liberally sprinkled with exclamation marks. Too bad. (4/?) $2.50 


FIFTEEN AND UP - Non-fiction 


Rechnitzer, F.E. WAR CORRESPONDENT: The Story of Quentin Reynolds Messner 


* An excellent addition to both current history and vocational biography 
shelves, this fast paced story of one of the most colorful of the correspondents. 
Quentin Reynolds may not have the depth or perceptiveness of some of the journalists 
today, but no one can tell a better story. And one senses that this quality was con- 
tagious, and that his biographer has caught the germ. At times, the chronology is 
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confusing, as the chapters shift from ¢ontempotafy waft pattern back 46 the steps up the 
the ladder which led him to his present enviable position as Colliers' war correspondent. 
One gets a good deal of the making of a newspaperman, whose interested was early focus- 
sed on field activities rather than mere desk jobs; one gets a great deal of the per- 
sonality that has taken "Quent” into lots of hot water - and out of lots of adventures 
with not too whole a skin. And one gets, also, a good birdseye view of history in the 
making. I found it good reading, and the final form will doubtless show smoothing off 
of the rough edges of what reads like hasty writing. Illustrated. (4/7?) $2.50 


Collison, Thomas FLYING FORTRESS: The Story of the Boeing Bomber Scribner 


This has some of the earmarks of topnotch institutional advertising, but 
performance speaks louder than words, and so we'll forgive it, for the Flying Fortress- 
es have proved their right to have their story told. Thomas Collison has traced the 
germ of the idea back to a monoplane on the Mountain Division of Air Transport, back in 
1931, and has come down through the succession of successful - and unsuccessful - exper- 
iments, to the present high degree of success, and ventured a peep into the future, when 
the children and grandchildren of Flying Fortresses won't be carrying bombs. In addi- 
tion, he tells of the science shop, where every phase of design, construction, and human 
aspects are tested; he tells of Seattle and multiplane production; he tells of the 
school, of flight and ground crew training; and he chronicles the bald history of per- 
formance in this war. Fully illustrated with photographs. For men and boys. (4/?) $2.00 


ADULT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS - Fiction 


Warrick, La Mar YESTERDAY'S CHILDREN Crowell 


An unassuming story of a suburban Chicago family and the problems involving 
parents and their son, the community and the war. Randy spans the 15-16 year period, 
finding himself through High School, college, and training for the Air Force, while 
Mother and Father cope with his varied emotional problems, - religious, social, ‘ques- 
tions of a job, and of independence. Fairly representative portrait of attitudes and 
beliefs in the war, education, religion, morals, and manners. (April 20-Page 105) $2.50 


Forbes, Kathryn MAMA'S BANK ACCOUNT Harcourt, Brace 


Mama was a Norwegian immigrant, living in San Francisco, and raising her 
family with skilled tactics. Homely, human, amusing, this story of the Americanization 
of three daughters and one son, of a raft of aunts and uncles; stories of projects out 
of which some good must be achieved, of Papa's operation and family tangles and the cat 
that had to be killed and Christine's revolt and Nels’ romance. Good family reading 
aloud material for stay-at-home evenings. (Full report, page 102. March 18) $2.00 


Hackforth-Jones, Com. Gilbert TORPEDO! Morrow 


Stout stuff in short stories of action in war, adventures and misadventures 
in peace, with the accent on submarine personnel. These yarns compare favorably with 
Thomason's Marine tales, and give an overall picture of Royal Navy deeds, men and offic- 
ers, of war hunts, torpedoings, bombings, and how men meet thie enemy. Therets the story 
of the troubles with the mascot bear; of the elephant aboard the airplane carrier; of 


patrol U boats, the round of activity. Good going and authentic. (Page 105. April 21. 
$2.50 
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ADULT BOORS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 
Non-fiction 


Childers, James Saxon WAR EAGLES Appleton-Century 


The picturesque and spectacular Eagle Squadron glowingly chronicled from the 
early days of its sabotaging military tradition, its rebellfous deviations from routine 
ways, on to its shaking down into a vital factor of the R.A.F. There are the Americans 
who composed the original group and the men who led them; there are the operational 
jobs, the reports of combat, extensive accounts of individual fliers, specifically the 
record of the 71st Eagle Squadron, up to the day of transfer to the American flag. Ex- 


citing reportage = and a human picture of young fliers. (Full report P. 116 - April) 
$4.00 





Rogers, Stanley ENEMY IN SIGHT! Crowell 


Virtually a roll of honor of the Royal Navy, and the tasks the men and ships 
undergo, in an unaffected recital of stirring action, sometimes leavened by comic re- 
lief. Here is the toll of war, the hazardous ordeals of courage and endurance, the sig- 
nificant lessons of modern warfare. The Bismarck, the Illustrious, U-boats and their 
pursuit, fleet sweepers, patrol ships, British submarines, the Merchant Navy, Dunkirk, 
escapes from France and Norway, castaways and rescues, convoy action - a panorama of 


the various arms of the service in war at sea. Photographs. (Full report P. 113+4/6) 
$2.75 


Dudley-Gordon, Squadron-Leader Tom I SEEK MY PREY IN THE WATERS Doubleday, Doran 


England's Coastal Command is here established as an heroic and indispensable 
air arm, in a record of the service which combines actual experience, factual background, 
operations, offensive and defensive. First organization - then performance, from Nor- 
way to the Lowlands, from France to Iceland, Africa and Russia. Rescue work, reconnais-— 
sance, coastal protection, attacks on German shipping, etc. (Full report P. 115-4/#6+2 3 


$3.00 

C 
Hill, J.C. & Walling, S.A. AIRCRAFT MATHEMATICS L/' " Macmillan 
Stewart, Nichols, Wallace, Hill AIRCRAFT NAVIGATION / Macmillan 


Two books that are designed for prospective pilots, navigators, bombadiers, 
or whatever branch of aviation or job in the air force is in the offing. The first is 
a review of mathematics, as related to pre-flight training course reduirements and aero- 
nautics; the second is an elementary book on theory and practice of aircraft navigation. 
Both are reviewed !n more detail on P. 112. (3/t6) $1.75 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Garrison, Charlotte Gano & AT HOME WITH CHILDREN Holt 
Dickson, Emma 


Good mother’s helper for child raising and guidance - intended for mothers — 
who can and will give the time necessary for parental participation in and understand- 
ing of children’s play and recreation at home. Indoor and outdoor play, types of activ- 
ity and equipment, bought or built, toys and playthings, things children can make and 
do themselves, books and stories, music, pictures, elementary science, holidays, par- 
ties, excursions - these are the subjects to which chapters are devoted. Representative 
suggestions allow further experimentation on the part of the inventive mother in fol- 
lowing the development of the child from babyhood to the seventh year. (5/5) $2.50 
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